
UCC IT Experience week 

Every year UCC runs an IT experience week for Transition years interested in 

computers. I was lucky enough to be chosen to take part in the programme. 

The programme was based in UCC’s new Gateway building in one of their 

Computer Science labs. There were 24 TY students from all over Cork, coming 

from places as far as way as Clonakilty. On our arrival we were given an 

introductory talk by the course supervisor Dr Lisa Cummins explaining what 

was going to happen during the week and were given a timetable. Then in the 

afternoon we started working on Lego Robots. This is involves building the 

physical robot first from Lego and then putting in the programme afterwards. 

Our robots function was to fire out coloured balls.  

On our second day we started using programme called Scratch which was 

designed in MIT to help teach people the basics of programmes. We were also 

given the project of designing our own project for Friday to be shown in front 

of the class. Then after lunch we were given a talk by Sandra O’Herlihy from 

the admissions office telling us about the requirements to get into the 

Computer Science  course and what was involved in that and other courses. 

Then in the afternoon we were given a talk by David O’Byrne about PhD and 

what was involved in getting and the research needed. Then after that we 

started planning for the podcast we were going to make on Thursday. 

On Wednesday we started by working again on our scratch projects. Then after 

lunch we began making our blog on the UCC server with Gavin Russell. We 

then personalized our blog and showed them to the class. 

On Thursday we started the day by working on Scratch projects again. Then 

after lunch we started working on the podcasting we had been planning on 

Tuesday. My partner and I did ours as a report on the Ireland match vs. 

Kazakhstan. Then in the afternoon we had a career service talk from Brenda 

Nestor which was about the opportunities that a Computer Science Degree 

would give you. 

Then on Friday we worked on finishing our scratch projects and then presented 

them to the class and were given a certificate for completing the course. It was 

a great and I was very glad to have been on it. 


