
Oysterhaven  

September 17th 

The date had arrived and everyone was excited as the bus left the school to head off to Oyster haven. 

When we arrived there we were split into two, those who were going to be doing the land challenges first 

and those who were going to do the water challenges. Those who were going to do water challenges 

changed from their clothes into the wet suits that were provided. I was with those who were going to be 

doing the water challenges first and after we got our wet suits we were split up again to groups of around 

fifteen and we all grabbed a paddle and went down to the shore. When we reached the shore we picked 

our large dinghy and we were given the choice of whether we wanted to try and reach the pontoon out in 

the bay by paddling straight out against the strong breeze or to carry the boat up the shore a bit and then 

try and paddle out at an angle to the wind. We choose to go out against the breeze but boy would we 

regret that decision later on. The other group who started at the same time decided to the easy option 

and get a head start by going up the coast. It started off well with everyone paddling strongly as we were 

all full of energy and excited although our enthusiasm was curbed a little by the fact that water was 

freezing. We kept going well for a while but as we reached the half way mark our vigorous paddling began 

to slow down and it was then that Conor Flynn decided to take one for the team and jumped out of the 

boat and into the water to pull the boat along by the rope hanging off the front. Soon Niall O’Brian and I 

were in the water as well trying to give an edge but it was to no avail as we ran out of time and to make 

matters worse the other team who had taken the short cut had the pontoon, much to our dismay. At least 

on the way we got the opportunity to soak Mr McDonnell with water using our paddles.  

Then after we were finished in the dinghy we went in canoes and were given the task of going out to a life 

buoy and when we reached we joined on to each other and formed a chain. When we completed this task 

we asked to try to stand up in our canoes, try being the operative word. The result was people going flying 

everywhere and the situation was helped by Mr O’Murchú coming along in his canoe and everyone’s 

canoes as they tried to stand up on their canoes. 

It was then time for lunch and most people went inside and got a plate of chips from canteen and tried to 

keep and to dry up a bit. After lunch it was time for the groups to change their activities e.g. those who 

had been doing land activities now did the water activities and vice versa. The first activity we did on the 

land was orienteering around the centre. After that we went adventure circuit. This started with us having 

to work together to try and fill a metal pole with holes in the side with water from the nearby river. We 

did this by having some cover the holes with their fingers so that the water would escape out and by 

making a fireman’s chain from the river to the pole.  

After that we did an exercise called the Tarzan swing which involves the person swing across a pit of mud 

while shouting like Tarzan. After sticking the landing you had to walk across some wooden beams while 

trying to keep your balance which was wonderfully demonstrated to us by Mr McDonnell. After we had 

navigated that we to cross the river which involved pulling the boat across the river by pulling on a rope 

that was attached to the boat and to the river bank. This had to be repeated after each person had 

crossed the river. We then went to the muddiest part of trip which involved crawling through a tunnel 

which had mud dripping from the roof and then after that you had to crawl under a net attached to the 

ground. Next we went to cross the river again but this time it involved going across on to parallel ropes, 

one to stand on and one to grab onto with your hands. Although it did take some skill the key part was 

not to  freeze but rather to keep going which Jack Harris learned to peril after stopping to try and regain 



his balance only to fall into the river and get thoroughly soaked in the putrid water. After this there was 

one final challenge which involved crossing more balance beams but this time they were suspended on 

ropes and swayed in the breeze. When that was completed to help us cool dawn and to clean ourselves 

we went back across the road and went into the icy waters. We then all headed back to the dressing 

rooms to get changed and head back to the buses. We all rushed onto the buses and made it back in time 

for people who needed to get buses home. After thoroughly enjoying their day out everyone was tired 

but happy after their day in Oyster Haven. From Oyster Havens point of view they must have been very 

happy with us because they gave the school a voucher for €100 to give to a student which will be 

presented at the end of the year.  

-John O’Dwyer 4D 

Click Here For Photos 

http://rochestownty.wordpress.com/oysterhaven-september2013/

