
FOURTH YEAR GEOGRAPHY TRIP 

 

On the 27th of September 2013 two of our fourth year Geography classes went on a field trip 

to Mitchelstown Caves and the Galtee Mountains. Our bus left the school at 8.15 a.m.  After 

an hour and fifteen minutes we arrived at Mitchelstown Caves at the foothills of the Galtee 

Mountains in Co. Tipperary. 

 

On arrival the Tour Guide explained to us how the Cave was first discovered. In 1833 a local 

farmer, Michael Condon, dropped his crowbar between two boulders. When he tried to 

retrieve it he discovered the caves entrance and saw a series of underground chambers, 

passages and caverns.  

 

Our group headed down the steps into the 200ft deep cave. There are three caverns and the 

Guide gave us lots of information about the stalactites, stalagmites and pillars in the cave. It 

takes two weeks for rainwater to pass through the ground and into the cave. The 

temperature in the cave is a constant 12 degrees Celsius. We left the cave and the bus 

headed for the Galtee Mountains. 

 

After approximately an hour and a half we were all very excited to arrive at the mountain. 

We walked through a wood and up a very steep hill. We stopped for a break on what used 

to be a Ring Fort. We then carried on for another few kilometres until we reached the vast 

cirque of Lough Curra. We sat and ate our lunch by the lakeside. The water was very clear so 

most of us drank from it. Having finished our lunch we set off to climb a steep gulley. It was 

steeper than we first thought so it ended up being more of a crawl. Our original plan was to 

climb Galty Mór. Unfortunately the weather worked against us as it was too cloudy and it 

would have been too dangerous. We slowly made our way back to where the bus was 

parked. We piled onto the bus muddy and tired but everyone agreed it was an enjoyable 

and educational day out. 

 

A big thanks to Mr. McDonnell and Mr. Lucey for organising and accompanying us on the 

trip. 

Click Here For Photos Of The Trip 

By Jack Harris. 

http://rocogeog.wordpress.com/ty-trip-to-mitchelstown-caves-galtee-mountains-sept-2013

